Welcome
Dear readers,
We, the ITFLOWS Consortium, are very excited to share some initial
findings on the prediction and management of migration flows in
the EU. The ITFLOWS Newsletter is released biannually. We think it
is a useful instrument to update you on what we have achieved
during the past 6 months, as well as to inform you about future
relevant events and contributions related to ITFLOWS.
ITFLOWS started in September 2020 in the
middle of a pandemic. That was indeed a
challenging
environment
to
begin
developing some of the envisaged tasks
and events. At the same time, this is not
the only “crisis” we are facing: The overall
objective of our project is to improve the
still ongoing “migration crisis”, creating
better mechanisms and tools for all stages
of the migrant journey. The EU still faces a
challenge in providing the most adequate
policies and regulations that to remedy the
current divergences in assisting and
protecting migrants among the different
Member States – and we are committed to
contribute in this mission!

The first six months of ITFLOWS have been
particularly exciting for all of us. All researchers
have met virtually, established firm links among
the different work packages. We have built a
robust ethical and gender framework for the
project. This has been a crucial milestone,
considering that the project is focused on (and
also involves) vulnerable groups, i.e., migrants and
asylum seekers. We have also engaged with the
members of the Policy Working Group and the
Users Board. Interaction with them has been, and
will continue to be, fundamental in implementing
the different outcomes of the project. Further, we
recently held our first Steering Committee
meeting. Through this Committee, we are going to
continue monitoring and ensuring the quality of
ITFLOWS over the lifetime of the project.

We appreciate the confidence that all of you have placed in us and in
our work. We hope that this Newsletter helps keep you informed on
our latest news and results with respect to the prediction and
management of migration flows in the EU.
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Sincerely,
Dr Cristina Blasi Casagran
ITFLOWS Coordinator
Universidad Autónoma de
Barcelona

Meet Our Partners

As a consortium of 14 partners from the EU Member States our Meet
Our Partners Series allows us to take a closer look at each partner
and share details about their work on ITFLOWS. Partner videos are
released on a regular basis each month.

If you are not already following us on social media please
connect with us to be kept up to date with our latest
news and developments.

Follow Us
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Past Events
KICK-OFF MEETING
ITFLOWS partners and boards met
on September 24 and 25 to celebrate
the project kick off meeting.The
event took place over a day and a
half on Zoom and was attended by
more than 50 people from the 14
Partner institutions that form the
consortium plus the 5 external
committees that supervise the
project.

STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING

USERS BOARD WORKSHOP

This second meeting of the Steering
Committee gave all members of this
decision-implementing body -which
includes all the Work Package
leaders- the opportunity to discuss
the progress of each Work Package
and the future commitments of the
project.

The ITFLOWS Project organised a
workshop to officially welcome the
Users Board (UB) and to gather
first-hand
feedback
on
the
challenges, needs and priorities in
the area of expertise of each UB
member, and also within the
territory covered by every end-user
of the EUMigraTool.
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Publications
Searching for a better life: Predicting International Migration with
Online Search Keywords. Böhme M, Gröger A, Stöhr T (IfW) (2020)
MigrAnalytics: Entity-based Analytics of Migration Tweets. Mehwish
Alam, Genet Asefa Gesese, Zahra Rezaie and Harald Sack (FIZ) 2020
A generalized simulation development approach for predicting
refugee destinations. Suleimenova, D., Bell, D. & Groen, D.(BUL) (2017). Sci
Rep 7, 13377 (2017).
How Policy Decisions Affect Refugee Journeys in South Sudan. Diana
Suleimenova and Derek Groen (BUL), Journal of Artificial Societies and Social
Simulation 23(1) 2, 2020.
Predicting international migratory movements using Google
searches. André Gröger (UAB), Tobias Heidland (IfW) and Marcus H. Böhme
(German Federal Ministry of Finance)

COVID-19 Implications for migrant care workers. Colleen Boland,
Eva Vilà Sánchez and Linda Cottone (UAB)
Fundamental Rights Implications of Interconnecting Migration
and Policing Databases in the EU. Cristina Blasi Casagran (UAB)
Human Rights Law Review, 2021
Generalised push-back practices in Europe: The right to seek
asylum is a fundamental right, not a crime. Madalina Moraru
(BUL) Feb. 2021
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RESEARCHERS OF THE SEMESTER

The ITFLOWS Newsletter aims to recognise outstanding performance among its partners,
so we will be highlighting the “Top Researchers of the Semester” in every issue, as a way to
recognise excellent work and effort from our researchers in extraordinary contexts.
For the first six months of ITFLOWS the AWARD goes to:
Dr. Colleen Boland (UAB) and Dr. Mengia Tschaeler (BUL).
Congratulations on an amazing job, Colleen and Mengia!

Dr. Colleen Boland
Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona

Dr. Mengia Tschaeler
Brunel University London

Colleen and Mengia took the lead on the ITFLOWS Gender Committee in December 2021,
after the former Leader left the project. In a very short time, they provided an excellent
structure for the ITFLOWS Gender Action Plan, and managed the Committee by organising
weekly meetings between themselves and members of the Independent Gender Committee.
They released a full-fledged Gender Action Plan on time by the end of January 2021.
ITFLOWS is committed to including the gender dimension in all work packages of the project,
so working with a solid Gender Committee is a fundamental component in consistently
observing the plan and the project commitment. Apart from the Gender Action Plan,
ITFLOWS released a Policy Paper in December 2020 on “COVID-19 Implications for migrant
care workers. A Gender Perspective” and is planning a gender-focused contribution in the
upcoming CEPS Ideas Lab in June 2021.
Beyond gender and sexuality as central to an examination of the migration experience,
ITFLOWS views gender and sexuality equality as part of a wider body of ethics and human
rights standards, which our project participants comendably uphold and prioritize in their
work.
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Latest on Migration
As migration is driven by numerous pull and push factors, migrants’ choice of a
country of final destination is partially shaped by narratives as well. New
communication networks intensify this phenomenon by enlarging the scope and
intensity of the distribution of these narratives. Media emerges as a transmitter of
perceptions that often go uncorrected, but it can also provide the means to correct
misperceptions and promote realistic narratives.
This is one of the main points made in the brochure
“Migration to the EU. A Review of Narratives
and Approaches” published in January 2021 within
the framework of the Horizon 2020 PERCEPTIONS
project. The brochure summarises current
knowledge on migration narratives about the
European Union (EU) and current approaches to
migration since 2015 across 15 EU and non-EU
countries. Following the publication of the
brochure, which reported findings from the first,
research phase of PERCEPTIONS, empirical work
will investigate narratives from migrants, first-line
practitioners and policy-makers as well as their
spread in social media. The next phase will further
investigate what countermeasures of perceiving
‘migration as a threat’ could look like according to
the different actors involved.
Center for the Study of Democracy is a project
partner to both PERCEPTIONS and ITFLOWS
projects. CSD’s mission is “building bridges between
scholars and policy-makers” and as an
independent, interdisciplinary think tank it
combines a broad range of capacities.
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