Update from acting
ITFLOWS Coordinator,

Dr. Colleen Boland,
Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona (UAB)
Dear all,

In our fourth newsletter, I am happy to report
ongoing progress and successful collective efforts
of the ITFLOWS Consortium in working on
simulations and predictions of different types of
migration flows and aslyum processes affecting
overall human movements to the EU, and
examining attitudes towards migrants within the
EU that affect overall societal cohesion.
Evaluators from the EU Commission were helpful
in providing feedback during our Project midterm review on the development of our
EUMigraTool. Moreover, we are particularly
fortunate to have great collaboration between
our project’s technical partners and legal
partners in a constant exchange and monitoring
process to ensure the integrity of the
EUMigraTool at all stages of its development.

I would like to highlight that in Brussels this past
June, we gathered together NGO participants
alongside national and EU policymakers to
exchange insights regarding challenges in
migration and asylum system management and
how this also may relate to predictive AI. The
conference was our first in-person meeting in
the project’s life cycle to date, as we continued to
develop great working relationships and expand
the ITFLOWS project collaborators and audience.
In particular, the conference spoke to the multilevel, multi-stakeholder challenges of migration
management, from perspectives on the ground
at points of migrant reception at EU external
borders, to those from national and EU
policymaking and international organization
circles. The content and relevant outputs of the
conference are described in further detail in this
newsletter.

In general project news, our research partners have recently provided analysis relating to migrant
intentions based on migrant interviews as well as Big Data, understandings of EU migrant
integration at an intersection with gender, and information as to migrant, asylum-seeker or
refugee perspectives on migration and integration policies. Technical partners have provided
reports on advances in migration modeling and simulation, and have worked together with our
NGO partners to offer the EMT training strategy and Users Guide. Finally, again, legal and ethics
partners have not only actively participated in EUMigraTool development, but also have produced
an update on the project’s overall legal, societal impact and ethics monitoring.
As always, we are grateful for the diverse expertise, committed efforts and teamwork from
all members of our 14 Partner Institutions as we go forward!
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ITFLOWS POLICY CONFERENCE 2022
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES IN PREDICTING MIGRATION
The hybrid ITFLOWS Policy Conference took place in Brussels and
online on June 21 and 22, 2022. The two-day conference engaged
policy-makers at national and European Union (EU) levels in
productive dialogue on the innovative tools and measures for
migration and asylum reception and management. The Conference
had a modular structure and consisted of five interactive workshops
and one keynote speech. This was delivered by Dr. Giulio M.
Mancini, PhD, European Commission Directorate-General Migration
& Home Affairs. The conference allowed for productive discussion
and networking among selected NGO representatives and policymakers with relevant expertise. NGO representatives, as first and
second-line migrant reception and humanitarian actors, are key in
providing feedback to achieve ITFLOW project aims.
The first day, participants in Panel I, entitled, “Acting upon the
multidimensional drivers of migration: which policy implications
for EU engagement with origin and transit countries?” and
moderated by Asli Okyay, Istituto Affari Internazionali, reflected
on the ways to improve cooperation on mixed migration
governance between the EU and third countries. The first
conference session was followed by a demonstration of the
EUMigraTool – the main technological output of the ITFLOWS
project – by Georgios Stavropoulos, Centre for Research &
Technology, and Haithem Afli, Munster Technological University.
Haithem Afli began by introducing the ITFLOWS Users Board,
composed of practitioners, NGOs and municipalities working in
the field of migration and integration. He explained the Users
Board’s main role to provide valuable feedback to allow for
perfecting and completing the EUMigraTool.
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Panel II, led by Lenka Dražanová, European University Institute, explored, “Root causes and factors
contributing to possible tensions between migrants and EU citizens.” The speakers agreed that good
policy should be research-inspired and evidence-based, ideally crafted through consultations with all
involved actors. It noted that respect for human rights, dignity, and rule of law should be at the
center of national and EU migration and integration policies. Panel III, concluding day one of the
conference, was moderated by Sergio Carrera, Centre for European Policy Studies, and focused on
“Relocation and secondary movement within the EU.” The panel pointed out how slow relocation
mechanisms within the EU facilitate uncoordinated and individual secondary movements of
migrants.
The second conference day began with the Panel IV, “Asylum seeker, refugee and migrant socioeconomic rights and integration in the EU,” moderated by Colleen Boland, Autonomous University of
Barcelona. This session explored how inconsistencies and insecurities in various asylum systems and
processes within the EU can impact refugee socioeconomic rights and integration. Panel V was
moderated by Alexandra Xanthaki, Brunel University London and focused on “IT Tools predicting
migratory flows and human rights.” The participating experts explored the multiple challenges
predictive technology in the field of migration pose to human rights. They agreed that, on one hand,
migration prediction facilitates planning, which might actually enable better addressing of migrants'
rights. On the other hand, the panel stressed the risk that an overemphasis of security and
technology poses to human rights protections.
ITFLOWS Policy Conference Materials for the five workshops can be found here on the ITFLOWS
website.
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Progress with the
EMT
As we reported in the last newsletter, we have already tested the first
version of the EUMigraTool (EMT), which in its current form is simulating
displacement at origin countries and predicting asylum applications to the
EU—in other words, it seeks to anticipate mixed migration. Its second
purpose is to detect risks of tension related to migration, and currently does
this via offering insights on attitudes towards migration in EU Member
States.
We have since been updating it based on feedback from our Users Board, and our technical
partners have been hard at work on several deliverables that relate to the tool’s development.
For example, our partners at MTU and FIZ have provided a framework for how to retrieve,
analyze, or detect migration intentions via Tweets.
The EMT is being built to offer predictive or forecasting insights that will help NGOs or
humanitarian actors in allocating human effort and material resources when receiving refugees,
asylum-seekers or migrants. In understanding attitudes towards migration in EU Member States,
the EMT could also be used to assist those working with migrants in finding more receptive
communities in which to settle.
In which origin countries are we currently simulating conflict displacement?
Mali, Nigeria, Syria, Venezuela and Ukraine
Which origin countries are we looking at in predicting asylum applications to EU Member States?
Iraq, Mali, Morocco, Nicaragua, Venezuela and Syria
What languages are we monitoring right now?
Arabic, English, French, Finnish, German, Greek, Dutch, Hungarian, Italian, Polish, Spain, Swedish
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RESEARCHERS OF THE SEMESTER

The ITFLOWS Newsletter aims to recognise outstanding performance among its
partners.
For this semester of ITFLOWS, the AWARD goes to:
Gergana Tzvetkova (CSD) and Miriam Mir (CEPS).

Gergana Tzvetkova (CSD)

Miriam Mir (CEPS)

The ITFLOWS project is grateful to partners Gergana Tzvetkova (CSD) and Miriam Mir (CEPS), who
went above and beyond in both content and logistics preparation, coordination and delivery of the
ITFLOWS Policy Conference (hybrid/Brussels) this past June. The conference was a success thanks to
their time and dedication, and the results they have facilitated promise to benefit many stakeholders.
Dr. Gergana Tzvetkova is Director of the Sociological Program at the independent, interdisciplinary
think tank Center of the Study for Democracy, where she works on projects related to ethno-religious
minorities, radicalisation and social inclusion of vulnerable groups. Her areas of interest include
human rights, foreign policy, global governance and transitional justice.
Miriam Mir is Project Officer in the Justice and Home Affairs Unit at the Centre for European Policy
Studies. She holds a specialisation in European law and is responsible for the coordination and
dissemination of several European projects in addition to ITFLOWS.
Congratulations and thanks, Gergana and Miriam !
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MID-TERM REVIEW
EVALUATION
The ITFLOWS Mid-Term Review took place on the April 1, 2022. This marked the half way point (18
months) of the project, where European Commission reviewers evaluated the progress and results
of the project to date. At the day-long meeting, the partners presented their work and preliminary
results. We are delighted to report that we passed this mid-term evaluation and received good
feedback. To learn more about the review meeting, we invite you to watch the video we prepared
and presented on the day here.

Deliverables submitted this period from February to August include:

D2.5 - Report on the Legal, Societal, Impact and Ethical Monitoring of the ITFLOWS Project.
D3.5 - The 'making of' real-life mixed migration journeys arriving in the EU. Formation and
materialisation of migration decisions.
D3.6 - Quantitative report: predicting bilateral migration flows using Google Trends data.
D3.7 - Prototypical implementation of methods to extract frequent patterns from tweets
representing migration drivers.
D4.1 - Reports on (1) outcomes of migrant integration, and (2) analysis of Member States asylum and
refugee's laws and procedures. How integration policies apply.
D6.3 - Report of Migration Modelling and Simulation.
D7.2 - EMT Training Strategy Report.
D7.3 - EMT User Guide.
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Latest on Migration
The last few months have witnessed global challenges, particularly affecting EU policy, societies and
migration. We continue to prioritize our case country studies in our overall research into EU
migration management and societal cohesion, in particular looking at displacement at origin and
asylum-seeker applications flows from origin countries to selected states in the EUMigraTool.
However, we are remaining conscious of the impact of Ukrainian displacement, which has reached at
least 12 million (UN, July 2022). While outside the original scope of the ITFLOWS project, the
consideration of repercussions of the Ukrainian conflict (for both Ukrainians themselves along with
wider EU society and policy) is being incorporated into various parts of the project. We are collecting
insights from NGO partners, conducting simulations with the EMT small-model, and drafting policy
recommendations. How this is handled at multiple levels will affect other refugee, asylum-seeking
and migrant populations.
More broadly and also relevant for EU migration flows is how
2022 has witnessed the number of forcibly displaced people
reach 100 million, a figure that has been climbing steadily over
the last decade.
A wide range of disasters linked to
environmental degradation, such as typhoons in Madagascar;
floods in Brazil and Iran, droughts in Somalia, and wildfires
globally, play a part. Moreover, geopolitical issues like the
Taliban takeover of Afghanistan last year, combined with
multiple earthquakes in 2022 leading to humanitarian crisis in
the country, have meant continued flows of refugees and
migrants to the EU. Meanwhile, the COVID-19 pandemic
continues to influence migration and mobility across the world,
and while travel restrictions and border closures may have
eased, societal and economic impacts linger.
Our team continues to work towards addressing the most
recent and relevant issues affecting migration to the EU.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
We have been busy preparing for our third Annual Conference, which will be held in Barcelona on
September 28-30. Apart from the ITFLOWS Policy Conference, this will be the first time many of
our partners will be able to meet in person, given past COVID-19 pandemic travel restrictions.
ITFLOWS practitioners have been invited to the EMN Luxembourg Workshop on Forecasting
models in migration. The event will take place in person on 22 September 2022 at the University
of Luxembourg.

CONNECT WITH
US TODAY
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